
hroughout the month of April, Somerset
County Vocational & Technical High School
students competed against other career and
technical education students from around the
state, in both virtual and in-person events, as
part of the 2021 New Jersey SkillsUSA
Championships. Out of the 73 students from
SCVTHS who competed, 54 received medals
including 25 Gold. The Gold medal winners
are now eligible to test their skills at the
upcoming, virtually held, SkillsUSA National
Leadership and Skills Conference (NLSC) in
June. During the National Leadership and
Skills Conference (NLSC), more than 6,000
Career and Technical Education (CTE) students
will showcase their talents and compete in 100

different trade, technical and leadership fields.
All contests are run with the help of industry,
trade associations, and labor organizations.
The test competencies are set by industry.
For a listing of SCVTHS students who

received medals please visit www.scvths.org.i
For more information on this story contact
James Strickhart at jstrickhart@scvts.net.
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(l-r):  SCVTHS Carpentry Instructor Gerald Mazzetta, a representative from Milwaukee Electric Tool
Corporation, SCVTHS Teamworks Gold medalists Warren Cooney (Martinsville), Rocco Coppola (Branchburg),

Brendon Grunder (Manville), Erik Bielanski-Ziminski (Hillsborough), and another Milwaukee representative
after the completion of the 2021 NJ SkillsUSA Championships Teamworks Competition.
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CORNER

Dear Jaguar Nation,
Our school and district continue to adjust to
updated safety guidelines. I’m proud of how
well we all have adjusted to the 3 feet of
social distance, with masks, in the classroom.
Again, we are taking the “phase in” approach
to bring back some semblance of normalcy.
Recently, 11th and 12th grade students were
offered the 4 day in-person option. In the
coming weeks, we look forward to introducing
the option to the underclassmen. 

Since the week of May 24th, the 4th
Marking Level Interim Grades have been
available for viewing in Genesis. Please
ensure that your child is on track for success.
Students struggling in academic areas have
tutoring, math and science labs available.
Please consult with a guidance counselor to
arrange these services. 

I would like to wish the Boys Baseball and
Girls Softball Teams and their coaches the best
of luck with their final games and tournaments.
Additionally, the Graduation Committee is
finalizing plans to ensure a safe live event on
the last day of school, Monday, June 21st
at 3pm. More details to follow. 

      Sincerely,
      Hector Montes

SCVTHS
Class of 2021

COMMENCEMENT
Monday – June 21, 2021

3pm

SCVTHS STUDENTSWIN GOLDAT THE
2021 NJ SKILLS USA CHAMPIONSHIPS



A fter a January advisory committee meeting, Agricultural Science
Instructor Erik Fargo adopted an idea from one of his committee
members to combine vegetables in planters and donate them to a
local food pantry. “I really liked the idea because it would help people
with limited resources and limited space, while helping to boost
their gardening confidence,” explained Mr. Fargo.
Shortly after the meeting, Mr. Fargo was contacted by Joanne

Powell, a Delaware Valley University Animal Science professor and
Somerset County resident, asking to partner in the creation of gardening
kits. “In partnering with Joanne Powell we found a home for our
material,” Fargo said.
Seeds, empty planter containers, and other items were donated

by the Belle Mead Co-Op and other sources. Students began sowing
seeds for red and green loose leaf romaine lettuce, peas and spinach
in mid-March for the cool season planters. “Super Sweet 100” cherry
tomatoes, “California Wonder” peppers, and sweet basil were started
in late March. Students transplanted to the finished planters in
mid-April and began to apply nutrients. Mr. Fargo explained,
“Students assisted with providing proper environmental conditions

for these plants by moving them inside heated greenhouse facilities
or outside while monitoring for pests. Our only pest control was
moving the plants outside to allow predators to do their thing.
Students got to learn how quickly and effectively this can work.”
In early May Mr. Fargo and his students noticed that their

tomatoes and peas needed support. Mr. Mazzetta and his SCVTHS
Carpentry Program students were called in to assist by creating
wooden stakes for the plants. Agricultural Science students placed
and tied the tomatoes and peas using these stakes.
After ten weeks of growing, on May 19th forty finished planters

were loaded and delivered to the Hillsborough Food Pantry.
“This was an immensely beneficial project which gave students a
hands-on activity to accomplish while electronic learning was at a
surplus,” stated Mr. Fargo. “It was beneficial for the students by giving
our FFA chapter officers a project to apply organizational skills and
leadership while benefitting overwhelmed community members.”i

For more information on this story, contact James Strickhart at
(908) 526-8900, x7169 or jstrickhart@scvts.net.

Min Mei Buck

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE STUDENTS GROW
AND DONATE PLANTS FOR LOCAL FOOD PANTRY
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(left-right): SCVTHS Agricultural Science students Kimberly Morales of Bound Brook, Diego Catalan of Basking Ridge,
Agricultural Science Instructor Erik Fargo, Samantha Salkeld of South Bound Brook, Madeline Bates of Hillsborough and Ellen Duffy of Branchburg

with their plants before sending them to the Hillsborough Food Pantry.
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M in Mei Buck, a junior in the Graphic Communications Program, has been selected as Somerset
County Vocational & Technical High School’s (SCVTHS) Student of the Month for May 2021.
Min Mei is the daughter of Brent Buck and Shuang Zhang of Hillsborough.
SCVTHS Social Studies Instructor Ms. Meghan Welch nominated Min Mei for the Student

of the Month award stating, “Min Mei is a dedicated, creative, and hardworking student. She is
persevering and always completes her work on time and in a thorough manner, no matter what.
She is an active participant in class, both in-person and online. Min Mei is highly creative and has
produced beautiful, original political cartoons and posters for class projects. She is dedicated to her
studies and is responsible and communicative with her teachers. Min Mei is a pleasure to teach!”
At SCVTHS, Min Mei has been a member of the softball and girls’ soccer teams. At her

Hillsborough sending district, Min Mei has been a member of their debating club and writers circle.
Outside of school, Min Mei works at Chipotle. She previously worked at KBG Korean BBQ &

Grill. In her free time, Min Mei likes to draw, play the ukulele, talk with friends online and critique
films. Additionally, Min Mei enjoys baking and helping her friends. This summer, Min Mei hopes to
volunteer her time to help others.
After high school, Min Mei hopes to attend college to pursue a career in 2D Animation.i

MIN MEI BUCK STUDENT OF THE MONTH
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